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Hi everyone and a very wonderful Easter to you all.  
 
For the more alert amongst you, there was no newsletter in March given other work 
priorities but we are now back on track with lots of information in this one. 
 
Particular mention goes to John Lawson, our colleague from the Eden Project in Lincoln who 
remains in Poland and Ukraine supporting those affected by the war. Follow some of his 
work on the Lincolnshire District Facebook. 
 
We welcome back those who have been on the Pilgrimage to Israel with Bruce. I am sure 
there will lots of memories and stories to share. 
 
 
ADVANCED TRAINING FOR LOCAL PREACHERS AND WORSHIP LEADERS 
 
This training is for those who need to update their training. It has to be up to date by the 
end of August 2022. 
 
It is now only for those who have not done Advanced since 2018. 
 
Dates have been issued throughout the District as follows, all on Zoom: 
 
20th April at 7pm – bookings now closed 
28th April at 10am – bookings now closed 
3rd May at 7pm – bookings still open 



 
To register you need to bear in mind a couple of things: 
 
- You must have completed Foundation training before attending this course; 
- The process of attending Advanced training is quite involved and so if you need any help 

contact us – pa@lincolnshiremethodist.org.uk 
 

 
 
Safeguarding Conference and sessions March 2022. 
 
Many thanks to all those who attended the above last month. We were grateful to our 
speakers and contributors who brought so much to us this time. There has been much 
follow up needed both in support to people in dealing with situations and on-going work to 
keep the issues alive for us in the District. 
 
We usually do something in October of each year too so we will see what ideas we have for 
then. 
 
Thanks again for the continued support and commitment to learning, development and 
improving safeguarding standards in our work. 
 
 
IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS FOR TRUSTEES 
 
There have been some queries raised nationally about some changes that have occurred for 
those who are church, circuit and District trustees and whether or not they need a DBS in 
that role as Trustee. 
 
This is the current position from the Connexional Safeguarding Policy Manager but this 
needs further clarification ready for September 1st 2022, as I am not sure it is as clear as it 
can be: 
 

Level of DBS Checks for Trustees 

Conference Office Colleagues in the Office for Legal and Constitutional Practice received a query 
regarding the level of checks for trustees. Please note that the Safer recruitment policy states 
(on page 17): 
 

‘Trustees on the governing body of charities that work with children and 
vulnerable adults are eligible to apply for an enhanced DBS check if the charity 
provides regulated activities for those specified groups. 

The Charity Commission ‘strongly recommends that charities obtain the 
relevant DBS checks for which the ‘trustee position is eligible.’ In other words, 
the type of check undertaken should reflect the provision of services offered by 
the organisation. For instance, if a church does not provide any regulated 



activities for the groups identified, trustees would not be required to undertake 
an enhanced DBS check. 

The Methodist Church requires that trustees undertake an enhanced DBS check 
where regulated activity for children and vulnerable adults is provided. This 
satisfies the criteria of the charity being a provider of services covered under 
the definition of regulated activities and, that trustees are suitable and legally 
able to act in their positions.’ 

Previous practice guidance published in 2018 recommended that ‘a minimum of three checks 
should always be undertaken: the safeguarding lead person and two stewards. For the other 
members, the meeting can decide on what checks are appropriate. It would not normally be 
deemed necessary to require checks from the all trustees’. This minimum is no longer stated in 
the policy as it is for local churches to decide how many checks are necessary based on their 
individual circumstances. It still remains the case that it is not necessary or proportionate to 
check all trustees. 

 
District advice is that advice needs to come to everyone to help them know whether 
churches etc. are undertaking regulated activity and how it decides locally whether all or 
some Trustees need to be checked. I will be in touch with Superintendents and 
Safeguarding Officers so we can make policy clear ready for 1st September 2022. 
 
No need for any action at the moment. 
 

DBS Regional Outreach Service 

The DBS now has regional outreach advisors who are very helpful. You can read more about it 

at The DBS Regional Outreach service - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk), where you will find information on 

the support available and a list of the areas covered, and the names and contact details for the 

outreach advisors. 
 
How the regional outreach team can support you 

       answering DBS-related queries and providing advice via phone/email 

       attending meetings, training and conferences, or visiting your organisation to 

have  a face-to-face discussion (in line with pandemic restrictions) 

       developing and delivering presentations, workshops, webinars or discussions to provide 

an overview of DBS 

      collating feedback, suggestions or comments and feeding this back into DBS 

      helping organisations/networks to understand what level of DBS check can be applied 

for, and what information these checks will provide 

      informing organisations and employers of their duty or power to refer 

The team can also support organisations at a national level. For more information about the team, 
and how they may be able to support, please email DBSRegionaloutreach@dbs.gov.uk. 



 
 
 
Additions to Connexional Safeguarding Website 

Thursdays in Black 

 

Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB) supports the ‘Thursdays in 
Black’ campaign, as we believe we have a responsibility to 
speak out against violence, to ensure that women and men, 
boys and girls, are safe from rape and violence in homes, 
schools, work, streets – in all places in our societies.   
 

If you would like to join us in our silent protest, please consider wearing something 
black on a Thursday, put your photo on Facebook/Twitter/ Instagram and encourage 
your friends and family to do the same, to show that we stand: 
 
‘In silent protest and in solidarity with women facing rape, abuse, torture, violence. 
Show you care! As women have a right to be safe and free.’ 
 
Ruth Parrott – MWiB President 
 

Read more on the website: Thursdays in Black (methodist.org.uk) 

 

News from IICSA 

Victims and survivors say tackling child sexual abuse needs 
culture change 

Source: IICSA 

Date:    10 February 2022 

Victims and survivors of child sexual abuse have described their hopes for a society where they 
are not afraid to talk about their experiences, and underlined the importance of encouraging a 
more open conversation on sexual abuse. 



Read the news item:  Victims and survivors say tackling child sexual abuse needs cultural 

change | IICSA Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse 

 
 
 
 

Domestic abuse 
Women’s Aid has published an annual audit of domestic abuse services in England and the 

experiences of women who use them. The report includes a section on children. Findings from a 

sample of 34,860 women show that 59.7% of women in refuge services had children and 7.3% 

were pregnant; and of the 269 refuge services running in May 2021, 230 (85.5%) were running at 

least one dedicated children and young people service. 

Read the news story: A year in focus – the annual audit of domestic abuse services in England  

Read the report: The domestic abuse report 2022 (PDF) 
 
 

Criminal exploitation 

The Commission on Young Lives has published a report looking at ways to support families to keep 

young people safe from gang exploitation and abuse.  

The report makes recommendations including: a shift to early intervention services; spotting 
problems quickly and intervening swiftly to resolve them for all families; the development or 
expansion of models of long-term support for families, including help to develop parenting 
strategies, which support and protect teenagers who are vulnerable to harm; and the provision of 
intensive high-level support for families to protect, support and safeguard their teenage children if 
they are involved in violence, gangs, are being exploited or are at risk of becoming involved in the 
criminal justice system. 

Read the news story: The Commission on Young Lives publishes new report - ''a new 
partnership with families: supporting families to keep teenagers safe from gangs, 
exploitation and abuse" 

Read the report: A new partnership with families: supporting families to keep 
teenagers safe from gangs, exploitation and abuse (PDF) 

 
 

Modern slavery 

The Home Office has published a statistical bulletin providing a summary and breakdown of the 
number of potential victims of modern slavery referred into the National Referral Mechanism 
(NRM) or via the Duty to Notify (DtN) process in 2021. 

 Figures show: 12,727 potential victims of modern slavery were referred in 2021; 43% (5,468) of 
referrals claimed exploitation as children; child potential victims were most often referred for 



criminal exploitation (49%; 2,689) – in 2020 the increase in the identification of ‘county lines’ 
cases partially drove the increase in referrals for children within the criminal exploitation category. 

Read the statistical briefing: Modern slavery: National Referral Mechanism and Duty to Notify 

statistics UK, end of year summary, 2021 

 

Source: Home Office 

Date: 1 March 2022 

The Home Office has launched a campaign to highlight 
different forms of violence against women and girls 
(VAWG). 

 

A new website provides information on: the steps 
people can take to safely challenge violence against 

women and girls; guidance for victims of these crimes; and advice for perpetrators who 
recognise their behaviour needs to change. Separately the Home Office has published an update 
on the government's progress in implementing the tackling violence against girls strategy 
published in July 2021 which sets out further action to be taken. 

Read the news story: Home Secretary says ‘Enough’ to violence against women and girls 

Visit the campaign website: Enough 

Read the policy paper: Tackling violence against women and girls strategy: progress update 

Watch launch video:  Enough. Campaign to Tackle Violence Against Women & Girls Launches - 

YouTube 

 

Online child abuse 

Date: 1 March 2022 

Source: Stop It Now 

 

Stop It Now, the helpline supporting people who are worried 
about their own or someone else’s sexual thoughts, feelings 
and behaviour towards children, has released figures which 
show that during 2021: the number of people seeking help via 
the helpline or online self-help modules to stop viewing sexual 
images of children increase by 107% to over 165,000; and 
more than 3,500 people spoke with helpline advisors with 
concerns about online sexual behaviours towards children. In a 



separate blog We Protect Global Alliance highlights research which finds that after viewing child 
sexual abuse material, many users directly contact children online. 

Read the news story: Isolation, unemployment and escalating pornography habits contribute 
to a record rise in people seeking help to stop viewing sexual images of children 

 

 

Supporting parents and carers 

Source: CSA Centre 

Source: 9 March 2022 

The Centre of expertise on child sexual abuse (CSA Centre) has published a guide 
to help professionals provide a confident, supportive response to parents and 
carers when concerns about the sexual abuse of their child have been raised or 
abuse has been identified. The guide explains: the impact that sexual abuse has 
on the whole family; the importance of the role of the main care givers and wider 
family in supporting a child who has been abused; and the importance of the role 
of professionals to support parents and carers to support their child. The guide 
outlines how professionals can support parents effectively and includes advice on 

supporting parents and carers for professionals in particular roles and contexts. 

Read the news story: Supporting parents and carers guide 

Read the guide: Supporting parents and carers: a guide for those working with families 

affected by child sexual abuse (PDF) 

 

Children with a parent in prison for sexual offences 

Source: Children Heard and Seen 

Source:7 March 2022 

Children Heard and Seen has published a report looking at the challenges 
faced by children and young people with a parent in prison for sexual 
offences. Findings from interviews with those caring for children with a parent 
in prison for a sexual offence, professionals who have worked with these 

children and an adult with lived experience include: these children are more at risk of social 
exclusion and decline in emotional wellbeing than those with parents imprisoned for other 
offences; the revelation of parent’s sexual offending had significant implications for the way in 
which children were able to form their own identity; and community backlash and the threat of 
vigilante violence forced many families to change homes, schools, and in some cases their 
names. 

The findings of this report have revealed that: 

 These children are even more at risk of social exclusion and decline in emotional 
wellbeing than those with parents imprisoned for other offences. 



 The revelation of parent’s sexual offending had significant implications for the way in 
which children were able to form their own identity during a crucial developmental stage. 
Difficulties were felt most profoundly in children entering adolescence 

  Being hunted by dedicated vigilante groups reduced familial capacity to hide their 
identity and undermined children’s sense of security, whilst sensationalized media 
reporting of sexual offences fuels negative social responses to sexual offenders and their 
families. 

 Long term placement on public registers and enforcement of supervised contact post-
release caused confusion for young people hoping to rebuild a relationship with their 
parent after they had been released. 

 There is no support available from government/social services that appropriately respond 
to these needs. 

 

Read the news story: Invisible harms and hierarchies of shame: the distinct challenges faced 
by children with a parent in prison for sexual offences 

Read the report: Invisible harms and hierarchies of shame: the distinct challenges faced by 

children with a parent in prison for sexual offences (PDF) 

 
 
 
 
 


